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weight/* Not till September 8 did the Convention finally agree
that bills for raising revenue should originate in the House, but
might be amended by the Senate the same as other bills.
On August 18 the Convention unofficially authorized a public
statement in the Pennsylvania Herald which was speedily re-
printed throughout the country. "We are well informed/* the
statement said, "that many letters have been written to the
members of the federal convention from different quarters, re-
specting the reports idly circulating, that it is intended to estab-
lish a monarchical government, to send for the Bishop of Osna-
burgh, etc, etc.—to which it has been uniformly answered, 'tho'
we cannot, affirmatively, tel you what we are doing; we can,
negatively, tell you what we are not doing—we never once
thought of a king/"
If it seems incredible that the Convention was suspected of
intending to import a Hanoverian bishop to be long of the United
States, it seems even less credible when the Secular Bishop of
Osnaburgh in question is given Ms more familiar name and title
of Frederick Augustus, Duke of York, second son of George ILL
There was no conceivable reason why the Americans should want
him for himself, and no conceivable excuse far any American
to think of him except for the fact that he was next in line to his
elder brother the Prince of Wales, who would be long of Eng-
land. Yet some never-identified person in Fairfield, Connecticut,
seems in July to have issued a circular letter proposing "to send
to England** for the Bishop (who was then twenty-three) and
Tiave him crowned King over this continent" The Americans had
found, the writer said, that they had not wit enough to govern
themselves, and that it was high time for Item "to tread back
the wayward path" they had taken a dozen years before. The
letter had been picked up by newspapers and made the subject
of wide and agitated comment
Two of Washington's former aides, Hamilton and David
Humphreys (who was then in Connecticut), investigated the
mystery but could come to no conclusion about it Humphreys
believed that .the proposal had been "manufactured** by Con-
necticut loyalists and that the circular letter had certainly been
distributed "with avidity" by them. They had reason to be dis-
satisfied with the government of the independent United States
under the Articles of Confederation, and discreetly longed for a

